October 11, 2007

The Honorable Harry Reid

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Richard Durbin

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Tom Harkin

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell

United State Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Trent Lott

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators:

Conservation is a critically important part of the farm bill.  The Finance Committee package includes $3.846 billion ($3.075 billion in outlays) for conservation tax credits for the Conservation Reserve Program and the Grasslands Reserve Program.  In the context of the farm bill, the equivalent amount of funding will be available to extend and improve the conservation title.  While it falls short of the minimum amount needed for a decent conservation title because of the huge backlog of unfunded applications and widespread public support for clean water, clean air, wildlife habitat, soil quality, and other environmental benefits, it is nonetheless a very important contribution. 

It is our strongly held view that all of the conservation dollars freed up by the tax credit proposal must remain within the conservation title of the farm bill.  The purpose of these parts of the conservation section of the tax bill is to assist with farm bill conservation funding problems, not to be transferred or redirected to other portions of the farm bill.

The Senate Agriculture Committee should now find ways to provide additional funding for conservation.  Our expectation is for $2 billion more in addition to the amount provided by the Senate Finance Committee.    In this manner, the Senate could show leadership and go beyond the conservation funding provided by the House.

We urge you to take action to ensure that this conservation funding will remain in conservation and that the Senate take steps to provide significant added funding for conservation in the Farm Bill.  
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