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Welcome to the Summer 2017 edition of The Buzz  where we share updates on Pollinator Week 
2017 (page 2), visit some of our ongoing field projects (pages 4 and 7), learn about some of the 

research we’re doing throughout North America (page 7 and 8), explore our Bee Friendly Farming 
program (page 8) and the upcoming Mite-a-Thon (page 4), and much more. We are an organiza-
tion that’s on the move and these updates represent just a sample of the actions and issues we’re 
engaged in all across North America to support and protect pollinators.

Before you dig into this summer’s edition, allow me to introduce myself! I’m Val Dolcini, the new Pres-
ident and CEO of the Pollinator Partnership. I joined P2 on June 1, so while I’m still the “new guy” in 
the office, my prior work in government and the private sector, with state and federal policymakers, 
and volunteering with local conservation organizations, has prepared me well for the important 

work of promoting the lives and health of all 
pollinators.

I’m a firm believer that when people of good-
will come together towards a common pur-
pose, great things can – and do – happen. 
And that’s the foundation upon which P2 has 
built its reputation of successful collabora-
tion and policy achievements for over twenty 
years.  Succeeding a leader like Laurie 
Davies Adams will be a challenge (see page 
10).  She leaves a legacy of real accomplish-
ment and has cemented a well-deserved 
reputation as a strong advocate for all pol-
linators. But success comes from the hard 
work of many and she and others have built 
a committed, enthusiastic, and energetic 
team of scientists, policy advocates, ‘friend 
raisers’ and supporters.  She leaves P2 in 
great shape and for that I am thankful.

The future of P2 and our work to support 
and protect pollinators is bright. This has 

been a year of record accomplishment for the Pollinator 
Partnership and the projects we have in the planning and 
implementation stages are both innovative and exciting. 
They will continue to position P2 as a national leader in pol-
linator conservation. I look forward to the challenges ahead 
… of doing well and of doing good … and in building the 
partnerships that will continue to be the hallmark of the Pol-
linator Partnership and all of the many partners that work 
with us to support and protect all of the world’s pollinators.

THE

Welcome Val Dolcini
A message from the President

Photo right, and counter clockwise: Val and Dr. Vicki 
Wojcik at the lighting of the Empire State Building 
for Pollinator Week; entrepreneur and beekeeper 
Daymond John and Val; Val leads the Congressional 
Briefing for Pollinator Week in Washington, DC;  
and Val, Vicki and the crew from the Bumble app’s 
pop-up hive in NYC.
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Pollinator Partnership’s 10th 
Annual Pollinator Week Sets 
Pollinator Record for Support!

Pollinator Week 2017 (June 19-25), marked the 
tenth consecutive year of uniting the nation 
around the critically important issue of pollina-
tor conservation. Pollinator Partnership (P2), 
which created and has administered Pollinator 
Week since its inception, secured proclama-
tions in support of the observance from ALL 50 
state governors (and many mayors), as well as 
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
and the U.S. Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zin-
ke.  Additionally, more than 200 events, a PW 
record, across North America were organized 
and registered through P2’s 
Pollinator Week webpage.

Cities across North America 
celebrated Pollinator Week 
through numerous local 
events, including in New York 
City, where the dating app 
Bumble erected a pop-up hive 
as a gathering place for their 
users. On June 22, with a flip 
of the switch from beekeeper 
and Shark Tank star, Daymond 

John, the Empire State Building lit its cupula in 
yellow and black to represent the nearly 4000 
bees found in the United States. It was a great 
collaboration between P2 and the National 
Wildlife Federation.  The CN Tower in Toronto 
and Niagara Falls were also illuminated to 
show support for pollinators. In Washington, 
D.C., a Congressional briefing was held by the 
Congressional Pollinator Protection Caucus, 
and a reception sponsored by the American 
Society of Landscape Architects and Pollinator 
Partnership engaged policy makers in the 
Capitol. 

In other exciting Pollinator Week news, 
Pollinator Partnership is joining forces with 
the iconic Debbie Harry and Blondie, who 

have launched their own Bee Connected 
campaign to save pollinators, following the 
recent release of their aptly titled Pollinator 
album. These Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Famers have 
shaped, and continue to influence, the worlds 
of music, fashion and art. 

To find out about this year’s events by state 
and to get ideas for next year visit http://www.
pollinator.org/pollinatorweek!



Summer 2017 Page 3

Monarch Highway Poster Drives Home the Point

P2 is thrilled to showcase a new pollinator poster for the North American Pollinator Pro-
tection Campaign (NAPPC), released in April and distributed widely for Pollinator Week 
in June. This 2017 poster, entitled The Monarch Highway, was designed by Stephanie 
Law, an Oakland-based artist. Featuring an eye-catching blend of aesthetic antiquity 
and natural detail, the poster highlights the vital role that roadside habitats like the I-35 
corridor in the Midwest can play in supporting monarchs as they travel between over-
wintering grounds in Mexico and summer breeding habitat in the Northern Plains. The 

poster was sponsored by over 30 organizations 
and government agencies and is available at 
www.pollinator.org/poster2017.

Since artist Stephanie Law lives in the Bay 
Area, Pollinator Partnership unveiled the 
poster at a small reception at the beautiful 
home of donors Cathy and Michael Podell in 
Hillsborough. The attendees were im-
pressed greatly by Stephanie’s explanation 
of her background research and artistic 
process, also available on the link above. 
Importantly, this event provided the 
opportunity to thank a few of our bene-
factors, and we plan to hold similar 
receptions in California, then across 

On June 21st, in honor of National Pollinator 
Week, P2 helped noosa yoghurt host an 
employee day highlighting the importance of 
our pollinators and discussing the steps that 
noosa is taking with their Blooms for Bees pro-
gram by creating pollinator forage and nesting 
habitat. The noosa employees learned about 
pollinators and the benefits of landscaping 
with native plants, planted their own Colorado 
native wildflower to take home, and helped 
to create bee condos which will be distribut-
ed throughout the noosa campus to provide 
nesting habitat to several species of Colorado 
native bees. 

This was the first step of many in the new P2 
partnership with noosa yoghurt. Come fall, 
P2 will be working with a group of employee 
volunteers to plant 200 native wildflowers and 
seed about an acre of land adjacent to the 
Morning Fresh Dairy and noosa Yoghurt with 
native wildflowers to create bee forage habitat 
through their Blooms for Bees project. Thank 
you, noosa, for your partnership (and for great 
food for humans, too!).

the U.S. and Canada later in the year.  Please let us 
know if you would like to host an event or attend one 
near you. Contact Jamie Sherman at js@pollinator.org. 

Illustrations from the poster are scattered 
throughout this issue of The Buzz on pages  
4, 9, and 10. Beautiful!

noosa Yoghurt Provides “Blooms for Bees”
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Mite-A-Thon is Ready to Roll!

The First Annual Mite-A-Thon is a collaborative citizen science effort lead by 
Pollinator Partnership to monitor the “mite loads” in honey bee hives across 
North America. From September 9 through the 16th, thousands of beekeepers 
will test their hives to measure the level of Varroa mite infestation.

The primary objective of the 
“First Annual Mite-A-Thon” is 
to raise awareness about the 
level of Varroa mites across 
the hives of North America 
and to teach consistent and effective methods to measure mite load. A sec-
ondary purpose is to educate beekeepers about mite management strategies 
through materials utilizing partner developed books and videos.

The “Mite-A-Thon” coincides with the 30th anniversary of the discovery of 
Varroa destructor in North America. The Mite-A-Thon’s major sponsor is Val-
mont Cosmetics in conjunction with sponsors The Almond Board of California, 
Project Apis m., The American Beekeeping Federation, The American Honey 
Producer’s Association, The Canadian Honey Council, Mite-Check from the 

University of Maryland, The Univer-
sity of Michigan, The University of 
Minnesota Bee Lab, The Honey Bee 
Health Coalition, and Pollinator 
Partnership.  
For more information, visit www.
pollinator.org/miteathon. 

Monarch Wings Across America

As part of the Pollinator Partnership’s monarch research ini-
tiative, Monarch Wings Across Ohio has begun its third year 
of data collection. Our Wildlife Biologist, Amber Barnes, is 
collecting plant-pollinator 
interaction data monthly 
from 17 research plots 
throughout Northeast 
Ohio. The P2 science 
team will then begin writ-
ing Ohio-specific monarch 
plantings guides to serve 
as a reference for how to 
install monarch habitat on 
a variety of landscapes. 

P2 has made tremendous 
steps forward with the 
Monarch Wings Across 
the Eastern Broadleaf 
Forest (MWAEBF). P2 de-
veloped a dedicated team 
of partners throughout 
Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and 
Arkansas who are working together to create a seed collec-
tion network throughout their states. This spring P2 trained 
over 100 volunteers in proper seed collection techniques 
and created an in-depth manual to guide volunteers through 
the seed collection protocol. Included were some fantastic 
Plant Profiles and an instructional webinar (developed with 
Holden Arboretum) to teach volunteers about the 20 target 
wildflower species. In order to make all of these resources 
readily available to the team of volunteer collectors through-
out the Eastern Broadleaf Forest ecoregion, P2 launched a 
new webpage dedicated to the MWAEBF program. Pollinator 
Partnership is eager to find the funding to expand this pro-
gram to include two more states.

Finally, while a lot of attention has focused on the eastern mi-
gration of the monarch butterfly, surprisingly little is known 
about the western migration. To address this data gap while 
bolstering habitat and outreach for the western monarchs, 
P2 is working with partners to build Monarch Wings Across 
the West. It’s still in the early stages of funding, but P2 has 
secured a $6,000 grant from Monarch Joint Venture to begin 
and is confident that P2 expertise in both monarchs and part-
nership building will help these efforts grow exponentially to 
ensure that the western monarch won’t be forgotten.

Summer 2017
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Edward Abate
Judith and Clarence Abramowicz
Charles and Ruth Adams
Chick and Laurie Adams
Stephanie Adams
Janet Akaha
Michael Alexander
Alliance of Crop, Soil, and  
Environmental Science Societies
Lisa Allison
Consuelo Almodovar
Almond Board of California
Elizabeth Alseth
American Beauties
American Beekeeping Federation
American Honey Producers  
Association, Inc.
American Society of Landscape 
Architects
Angerman Foundation
Edible Antiques
Paula Applegate
Applewood Fund at Community 
Foundation Santa Cruz County
Adam Argento
Sandra Armor
Stacy Armstrong
Matthew Atwell
Geri Aurora
Azon Seller Tools
Laurette Bachmann
Breanna Baeza
Penney Baile
Heather Bailey
Bryan Baird
Abdulrhman Balkhyour
Michelle Barger
Susan Bartow
Brad and Kathy Baruh
BASF Corporation
Bradley Baugher
Bayer
Bear Gulch Foundation
Bee Defence Society
Elizabeth Beeson
Gary Bengier
Robert W. Bennett
Eric Bennett
James and Josie Bennington
Nicholas Bergen
Becky A. Berk
Besan Elementary P.S. 200
Carol Bethune
Big Dipper Wax Works
Lisa Binner
Darice Birge
Sara Birkmire
Shane Bixby
Daphne Blackmer
Jacqueline Blanchard
Rebecca Blauch
Glenn Blinckmann
Barbara Bloetscher
Blue Diamond Growers
Botanical Interests
The Bower Studio

Melanie Bowlin
Cory Bowman
Sandra Brace
Benjamin Bradley
Mark Brady
Breathing Heart Wellness Center
Jarrod Brewer
Broadmoor Garden Club
Erica Brown
Russell Brown
Bethany Brownholtz
Lillian Brummet
Su Jen Buchheim
Roy and Kathy Bukstein
Audrey Burke
Karen Burke
Gerald Burnand
Van Burnette
Coral Burns
Douglas Burrill
Burt Family Foundation
Chris and Ernest Buzzy
Matthew Campen
Mary Capaldi
Andrew Carlson
Lynn Carmichael
Forrest Carr
Morgan Carr-Markell
Cheryl Carter
Abigail Carvalho
Denise Carvin
Steven Case
Jenna Cassoli
DonnaRae Castillo
Alana Cataldo
Carol Cate
Glenn and Katherine Chapman
Jennifer Cheang
Cathy Cheek
Natalie Christensen
Violet Clark
Pierre Clement
Clorox Company
Priscilla Cobb
Cochener Family Foundation
Adam Coday
Rebecca Cohencious
Ursula Collinson
Daniel Conlon
 Eileen Connolly
Rachel Connor
Claire Conway
Donald and Margaret
David and Margot Cookson
Jaqueline Cook
Lee Cornell
Jennifer Cornett
Mary F. Counihan
Kathryn Courain
Eric Cox
Madeline Crane
Kelly Creger
Susan Cullison
Jessica Cummings
Laurie Curtis

Anne Dalton
Jason Danielson and Freda Scott
Angela Dantonio
Peter Davey Nelson
Jessica Davidson
Michael Davis
Diana Davis
Bridget De La Torre
Eileen DeCamp
Stacey Deck
Michael Decker
Debbie Dekleva
Marian Delgadillo
Susan Dennis
Jamey DeOrio
Lara Derasary
Maggie Devlin
Letitia Dick-Kronenberg
Jeanette Dixon
Debbie Dodson
Val Dolcini and Solveig Monson
Susan and David Dorman
Catherine Dorsey
Jennifer J. Dowlin-Kelly
Jordan Drachman
John and Alison Draper
Sara Dube
Laura Dumuhosky
Jeanne Dunning
Michael A. Durst
Melissa Dyer
Marilyn Eagleton
Erika Earl
EarthArt International
Jennifer Eastman
Mark D. Eberle
Zachary Edd
Heather Edmondson
Karen Coble Edwards
Melody Eggerth
Julie Ehrhart
Paul and Anne Ehrlich
El Dorado High School KAY Club
Jonathan Elliot
Janet Elsbach
Amelia Emery
Audrey Eshman
Cody Evans
Phyllis Faber
Darlene Fairley
Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge
Marina Farberov
Tosca Fasso
Benjamin Federlin
Anne Ferguson-Rohrer
Bridgette Findley
Carla Fink
Sheryl Fiorani
Mary E. Firth
Christine Fischer
Daniel Fitts
Jan Florer
Christine Flores
Sean Florio
John Flynn

Hayley Folmar
Patrick and Nancy Forster
Randall Fox
Francis Ford Coppola Winery, LLC
Franktown House Flowers
Jodi Freeman
Geoffrey Freitag
Patti Freudenburg
Elizabeth Friedman
Sophia Friesen
John Fritz
David Funk
J. Scott and Kelly Funk
Breanne Furlong
Jason Gable
Gail Galbreath-Sheredy
David E. Gallo Foundation
Joseph Gardiner
Robin Garwood
Gerhard Gaugel
General Mills
Pat and Shelley Gilligan
Jim Gillis
Jessica Gilmartin
Karl Ginter
Glassbaby White Light Fund
Lea Gleason
Bridget Gleason
Ryan Goeller
Tatum Goldberger
Marty Goldstein and Marilyn Frank
Peter and Lennie Gotcher
Jeffrey K. Graff
Gordon Grant
Christopher Grant Ward
Susan Grau
Evan Greene
Greene Van Arsdale Foundation
Susan Grossman
Kristeen Groth
Growald Family Fund
April Grudgen
Melanie Guo
Sheila Gut
Hackman Family Foundation
Amy Hager
Kathleen Haiker
Lisa Hainsworth
Lee Hales
Diane Hancock
Harbor Sweets, Inc.
Craig Hardesty
Sharon L. Harris
Susan Hart
Diane Hartzell
Sue Harvin
Max Hase
Harry Haskell
Armer Hassan
Andrew Hatch
Ted and Joan Haynes
Catherine Heater
Colin Hebert
Susan Helder
William and Mary Heron

Lauren Herron
Michael Hewett
Philip Hill
Marvin Hill
Hillsborough Garden Club
Hillsborough Garden Crafters Club
Christine Hirsch
Steve Hiscoe
Hive Marketing
Lesley Holloway
Eric  Holmes
Sean  Hoyer
HRH Foundation
Carly Hughes
Timothy Hunt
Bridget Huss
William T. Hutton
David Inouye
Mary A. Ireland
The Irwin Belk Foundation
Jane Jackson
Melissa Jackson
Sarah C. James
Anne Jamieson
Edward and Anne Jamieson
Jasper Wyman & Son
Delphine Jegouzo
Jennifer Carr Photography
Kristen E. Jennings
Peter Jezyk
Alison John
The John and Marcia Goldman 
Foundation
Karin Jokela
Matt Jokerst
Bill Jones
Janet Jones
Brian Joseph
Just Bee Friendly
Amy Kaban
Victoria Kahian
Kane Web Group
Angela Kaplan
Richard Kasputis
Patti Kate
Claire Keefer
Caryn Keller
Anna Keller
Melville H. Kennedy
Adrienne Kent Gunst
Alicia Khan
Robert Lee Kilpatrick
Michelle Klawiter
Lauren Klein
Sarah Kline
Ashley Knoch
Fritha Knudsen
Jocelyn Koch
John and Wendy Kopley
Diana Kottke
Jason Krick
Christine Krolik
Mary Krulic
Tom Kubit
Faith Kuehn

The Best Supporters in the World!  THANK YOU!
Over the past 6 months we’ve received donations from:
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Joey Kunkle
LA County Beekeepers Associates
Daughters of the  
American Revolution  
La Puerta De Oro - SF Chapter
Lafayett, IN
Archibald Lake
Lake Champlain Chocolates
Lesley Lamele
Tara Lamper
Michelle Lanberg
Dale Larnder
Lindsay LaVine
Stephanie Law
Mary Lellouche
Herbert E. Lembcke
Polly Lenssen
Keith Lester
Jack and Debra Levin
Allan and Maria Levy
Billy Li
Dick and Peggy Lidstad
Grant Lightle
Barbara Linder
Quin Liu
Matthew Lively
Timothy Livingston
Tom Lockard
John Lockton
Kelly Longhurst
Kristin Looney
Kelly Lothringer
Loveland Products
Leo Lubke
Steve Lyons
Allison MacCormick
Douglas Mackay
Bruce and Margaret Madding
Maggie L. Waslker Governor’s  
School Ecology Club
Natalie Malishenko
Dana Mandolesi
Tita  Manicr
Alix Marduel
Sheri Maremont
Thomas Marino
Marykay Marks
Sue Mersman Marquetry
Diana Marston
Rosanna Mason
Daniel Mathers
Matter Inc.
Meredith McClay
Nicole Mcclory
Lori McConnaughey
Tania McCormick
Maren McDowell
Kelly McGinnis
Caitlin McKenney
Laura McKinley
Linda McKinnon
James and Sally Meakin
Sally Meakin
Amy Medve
Gregory and Alice Melchor
Zachary E. Melear

Colleen Merickel
Nicole Metildi
Barbara Meyer
Fred Middleton
Abigail Mieko Vargus
Teresa Milas
Annette Millard
Janet Miller
Donna Miller
John and Jan Miller
Julie Miller
Kathryn Miller
Chris D. Miller
Thomas Ross Miller
Lance Miller
Wesley Miller
Mimicri LLC
Michael Mirsky
Anne Misiura
Mitchell-Richards Family Fund
Judith Modlin
Daniel E. Moerman
Lisa Moffeit
Monarch Watch
Allison Moore
Mary Margaret Morley
Laura  Morvillo
Antonia Moura
Moya Mowbray
Anna Mowry
Mrs. Taylor’s 3rd Grade Class  
Nature Club
Kelly Munns
Nathan Muntz
Thomas Murphy
Joseph Murray
Holly Myers
National Corn Growers Association
Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.
Bonnie Neally
Kirk Neely and Holly Meyers
Ashley Nelson
Rita Newell
George Nieman
Virginia and Ralph Nisse
Virginia Nisse
Jennifer Nitzky
Annaliese Noack
Nufarm
Mari Oba
Carol Ocker
Cassidy Odell
Andrea O’Donnell
Daniel Olsen
Anna Olsen
John O’Mara
Karen Osterbauer
Edwin Otani
Jennifer Owen
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Michelle Palasek
Miss Paper Doll
Andriy Parafiynyk
Kailey Partida
Jeri Paul

Johanna Pearson
Judith and Clarence Pharr
Steve and Jan Pickering
Piedmont Garden Club
Mike and Cathy Podell
Gerald Poechman
Wendy Popp
Annie Potter
Jeanne Pozy
Suzan Preiksat
Helen Priester
Project Apis m.
Propolis Project LLC
Courtney Prose
Laurel Przybylski
Nicolas Pujet
Samuel Pulltikurthi
Sarah Qualley
Marilynn Rabie
Daniel Radcliff
Jacob and Maria Elena Ratinoff
Daniel Reed
Michael Reilly
Zachary Remson
Kristi Rendahl
Repass-Rodgers Family  
Foundation Inc.
Sara Reznor
Vicki  Rinehart
Matthew Ripley
Charlotte Ritz
Dee Rivers-Yowell
Robert P Rottela Foundation
Samuel Roberts Noble  
Foundation, Inc.
James Robertson
Bryan Robinson
Greg Roos
Brent Roose
Howard Rosen
Martin Rosen
Vicki  Rosen
Lisa Rosenthal
Marilyn and Howard Rosenwein  
and Cohen
Anthony Roth
Kelly Rourke
Terence Rourke
Cathie Royer
Marian Rubey
Michael Ruggiero
Carolyn Rundell
Doug and Lillian Ryan
James Sabey
Marcia Saldana
Bruce and King Sams
Bryan Sanford
Oscar Schefers
Susan Schilperoort
Westly Schmidt
Magaret Schurr
Deborah Scott
Robert and Jane Scribner
Jennifer Seifert
Donna Senkbeil
Paige Shafer

Stephanie Shank
James and Sita Sherman
Steve Shestag
Kelsey Shideler
Maggie Sholar
David Siegal
Thomas Sipprell
Colleen Skalany
Sleepy Mountain
Malissa Smith
Gerry Snowden
Bruce and Gayle Snyder
Sock Dreams
So-Hum Foundation
South River Lavender
Joann Speca
Guy Spencer
Edward Spevak
Catherine Spivey
Lakhvir Sran
Heather Starkel
Micheal and Tania Stepanian
Jay Stewart
Jennifer Stone
Strange Charm Design
Arthur and Fredna Stromberg
Glenn Strong
Sunbeam Candles
Amy Super
Nancy Sutin
Jennifer Swanson
Leilani Sweeney
Syngenta
Priscilla Tate
Lindsey Taucher
Gail Taylor
Cory Teller
Temple Beth Avodah
Terra Verde Homestead
Texas A&M University– 
Omega Phi Alpha
Karen Anne Thiebaud
Elizabeth Thomas
Rene Thomas
Anais Thomassian
Dee Thompson
Karen Thompson
Thoren Charitable Trust
Steven Threefoot
Katheryn Tinkle
Susan Todt
Roberta Tofield
Bianca Torres
Toyota
Albena Trandeva
TransCanada PipeLines Limited
Roger and Bebe Trinkner
Frances Troll
Truly M.A.D. Labs Inc
Susan Trusty
Eileen Tsai
Douglas Tucker
Two Rivers Farm Bureau
Robert Tyler
Tyson Foods Inc.

U.S. Apple Association
Ursuline Academy Earth Action Team
USGA Green Section
Aaron Van Arsdale
Adam Van Berckelaer
Vanessa Foley Art
Suzanne Velazquez
Waggle Dance Marketing Research
John and Kathy Wagner
Wakefern Food Corporation
Donald Walczak
Kris Waldherr-Miller
Elsa Waldman
Alice Walker
Janet Wallace
Edward and Marilyn Wallis
Joanne Waters
Wiliam Watson Payne
Aroma Waves
Michelle Wecksler
David Weinraub
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Weiss
Stephanie Weissman
Michele Welton
Joy Wesley
Marsha Whatley
Christian White
Dr. Corwith C. White
Ethan Whitmore
Shirley J. Whitsitt
Sue Wickham
Ray and Nancy Widrew
Michelle Wieghart
Joseph Wiesner
Wildbird Chalet
Barbara Willenborg
Leah Williams
Sylvia Williams
Mary Wilsens-Taylor
A Wilson
Mary E. Winter
Kimberly Winter
Terry and Diana Witzel
James Wong
Kathleen Woo
Joseph Woo
Michael Woodall
Willaim Woodall
Anne Woodbury
Woodside Atherton Garden Club
Jean Woodward
Heather Woody
Johanna Worth
Heng-Chieh Jamie Wu
James and Ann Young
Kimberly Young
Christine Zahner
Robin Zielin
Carolyn Zwicker

Wow! Your support is making a real difference. THANK YOU!
Over the past 6 months we’ve received donations from:
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Research update: How much pollen is there?

P2 has been researching the benefits for USDA CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) lands to 
pollinators for five years, with positive trends showing that increasing the number of acres 
enrolled in CRP has significant benefits to honey bees and native bees. More acres of CRP 
mean more food for pollinators. But just how much food is there in a CRP field? Pollen is an 
essential food for bees. It provides the protein building blocks that bee larvae need to develop 
into pollinating adult bees. How much pollen is required to raise one bee? We know that, it’s 
about 120-180 milligrams of pollen that is needed for a bee to develop from larvae to adult. 
But the question remains, how much pollen is available in a CRP field, and how many bees can 
we raise with this conservation program? This year P2 field researchers are investigating the 
total amount of pollen that is available to bees in CRP fields. The methodology is simple: first, 
set out a quadrat and estimate the percent cover of each plant you see; second, count all of 
the flowers that you see in the quadrat for each species; and finally, estimate the total number 
of flowers in each field from this data. The amount of pollen available is relatively standard in 
each flower, regardless of species. Our field data collection and some modelling will allow us 
to determine just how many bees can be supported by CRP.

P2 Canada update – 14 New 
EcoRegional Guides now  
available for Canada

An expanded toolbox for supporting polli-
nators is now available throughout Canada. 
In support of Pollinator Week 2017, P2C has 
released an updated set of planting guides 
for British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Prince Ed-
ward Island. Each guide includes information 
about local ecology and natural history, high-
lighting pollinator species at risk, and offering 
land management tips to gardeners, farmers, 
and other land managers. Cover art highlights 
common ecosystems and pollinators in each 
region, as featured on the Lake Manitoba Plan 
cover photo. Information about species at risk 
and their conservation strategies are present-
ed for key species such as monarch butter-
flies, the rusty patched bumble bee, and the 
dusky dune moth. Over 100 native plant spe-
cies are profiled throughout the guides.  There 
are still a few gaps to fill and we are looking 
forward to completing planting guides for the 
Atlantic Provinces and Northern Regions. Visit 
our guides page, type your postal code, and 
get planting for pollinators today. 
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Bee Friendly Farming Grows  
and Delivers!  

Bee Friendly Farming was founded in Se-
bastopol, California in 2009 to help protect 
the Sonoma County pollinator population 
through improved habitat in the face of the 
growing monoculture of vineyards.  Pollinator 
Partnership acquired Bee Friendly Farming 
from its founder, Kathy Kellison, in 2012.  As a 
largely farmer-to-farmers market certification, 
it has grown steadily and continues to expand 
as growers show their customers that they are 
good stewards of the land and of the pollina-
tors that help their bottom line.  

In 2016, Pollinator Partnership recognized 
that commercial growers needed a more 
rigorous program to demonstrate to retailers, 
consumers, and others, that the Bee Friend-
ly Farming membership was a meaningful 
certification of these sustainability practic-
es.  To fulfill this need, the program offers 
tailored certification that includes product and 
geographic-specific best practices, as well as 
various levels of third-party confirmation of 
adherence to agreed plans.  Working with both 
growers and their customers, the Commercial 
Protocol of Bee Friendly Farming celebrates 
the careful work of member farmers and as-
sists them in the constant process of respond-
ing to new innovations and market pressures.

CDRC: Data-driven Protection for 
Honey Bees in Corn Country

It is not often that university research has been directly connected to solving a specific pollinator 
issue, but that is just what the 4 years of research sponsored by the Corn Dust Research Consor-
tium has accomplished – in a unique and highly successful collaborative effort, Pollinator Part-
nership convened a remarkable coterie of stakeholders to examine the best practices needed to 
keep honey bees from harm during corn plant-
ing - a complicated mulit-factorial problem to be 
sure, but one that P2 approached in an inclusive 
and transparent manner involving corn growers, 
beekeepers, seed producers, equipment man-
ufacturers, government regulators, pesticide 
manufactures and university researchers from 
two countries and four states or provinces.  

The results have already influenced corn 
planting in the US and Canada. With the 
release of the final report this summer, P2 is 
embarking on a communication campaign to 
ensure that their data-driven recommendations 
are widely disseminated. Please visit www.
pollinator.org/CDRC  to learn more about this 
truly ground-breaking analysis and noteworthy 
problem-solving approach. Supporting healthy 
honey bees is the goal, and Pollinator Partner-
ship strives for practical and productive on-the-
ground results.

Since not every person or organization owns 
their own land, but may want to sponsor the 
program, P2 also developed a commercial 
sponsorship. This is not a certification, but 
allows the sponsor to use the Bee Friendly 
Farming Sponsor logo as part of their personal 
or commercial marketing.  If you are interested 
in learning more about certification or spon-
sorship, please contact bff@pollinator.org.



Summer 2017 Page 9

With funding from USDA APHIS (Animal, 
Plant Health Inspection Service) as well as 
contributions from generous individuals (like 
yourselves!), new honey bee health research 
grants have the funding they need to conduct 
valuable investigations that will shed light on 
the plight of honey bees in North America.

The Honey Bee Heath Task Force of the North 
American Pollinator Protection Campaign 
(NAPPC) solicits proposals each year from 
University researchers and graduate students 
who are pioneering new approaches to honey 
bee nutrition, genetics, pests and patho-
gens, diagnostics and pesticide issues. This 
year’s distinguished review panel selected 6 
outstanding research projects that support 
practical applications in honey bee manage-
ment and conservation. This year’s funded 
projects include:

• Dr. William R. Collins at Fort Lewis College is 
studying phytochemicals as varroacides.

• Briana D. Ezray at Penn State is investigat-
ing viral transmission in bee communities.

• Dr. Sandra Hope at Brigham Young Univer-
sity is testing phage binding to Paenibacil-
lus larvae spores.

Support Pollinators through Amazon Smile

Make your online shopping really count – Did you know that Amazon will 
make a donation to P2 every time you shop Amazon!  Simply order your 
goods by shopping on smile.amazon.com, select Pollinator Partnership as 
your charitable organization and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the sales to 
support our programs. This simple task can turn your everyday purchases 
into support for pollinators - at no cost to you!  Go to www.smile.amazon.
com/about for the simple steps – and thank you!

• Ph.D. Candidate Tyler Jones at Penn State is developing tools for selection and management 
of landscapes to promote healthy bee populations.

• Research on the predatory mite Stratiolaelaps scimitus as a biological control agent against 
Varroa destructor is being conducted by Sabrina Rondeau at Universitè Laval. 

• Hailey Scofield at Cornell University is exploring the effects of periodic confinement of water 
stress on colony health and worker behavior.

Funding practical research is something every P2 donor can support through donations which 
are then pooled to award the grants. Follow the scientist’s great work at www.pollinator.org/
honeybee_health. THANK YOU for making this research possible!

Your donations at work NAPPC Honey Bee 
Health Task Force Funds 6 Research Grants
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Thank you, Laurie Davies Adams 

Laurie Davies Adams’ commitment to conservation, 
biodiversity, real science, sound public policy, as well 
as her unique ability to bring disparate parties togeth-
er to create practical solutions have made a huge dif-
ference to Pollinator Partnership. Within this broad 
vision, no detail has been too small to not warrant 
her attention. Just ask the people she has mentored 
and lead for the last two decades, every word written, 
brochure published, or conference organized has 
reflected her thoughtful planning and high standards 
– and thanks to the diligent efforts of Marguerite 
Meyer, a graphic designer of uncommon talent and 
patience, her penchant for artistic approaches to 
communication have been realized. 

During her tenure, Pollinator Partnership staff grew 10 fold and the budget quin-
tupled; P2 expanded into multiple U.S. and Canadian cities; Pollinator Week had 
over 10 years of phenomenal growth engaging all stakeholders; and the P2/NAPPC 
Ecoregional Planting Guides grew to cover nearly 50 ecoregions of North America, 
translating those data into the BeeSmart Pollinator Gardener App with over 40,000 
users. The North American Pollinator Protection Campaign (NAPPC), for which she or-
ganized the first meeting 20 years ago, grew through time from 30 to 160 participat-
ing organizations and generated such projects as the NAS NRC Study of the Status of 
the Pollinators of North America and over 30 brochures, pamphlets, training videos, 
and books to help specific audiences get closer to the actions needed to protect pol-
linators. From the BeeSmart School Garden Kit to the Bumble Bee Importation White 

Paper to the book Measuring Results, her messages, both specific and effective, 
have supported the pollinator world.

The 2014 Farm Bill and the Transportation Act feature pollinators thanks to 
her collaboration with Tom Van Arsdall, the P2 Public Affairs Director, and 

with Tom, she shepherded the Presidential Memorandum on Pollinators to an 
expanded vision of good governance and wise conservation actions without 

extra dollars with the Obama Administration; with Dr. Vick Wojcik,  Mary Galea, 
Dr. Lora Morandin, and Kathleen Law, she made research and monitoring across 

North America support the very best practices for pollinators and plants; with 
Kelly Rourke and Amber Barnes, she made monarch habitat support bloom across 

the Midwest, California and the Eastern seaboard; and thanks to Jamie Sherman 
and Kathy Kellison, she made Bee Friendly Farming a real priority in agriculture. As 

John Rowen, of the New York DOT put it “(She has) that excellent balance of prag-
matism, the big picture, and believing in the causes for which (she) advocates.”

The legacy that Laurie has created now allows the people at Pollinator Partnership, 
and our partners, to grow our programs to carry on her good work. This is a huge 
responsibility, but one 
embraced by all whom she 
has touched so deeply. 
Thank you, Laurie, from all 
of the people and pollina-
tors you have helped.
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