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Fast Facts for
Farmers and Ranchers

What do pollinators mean to your land?
o Native bees, butterflies, beetles, ants and flies are all valuable crop pollinators.
) 'e Pollinating insects help to increase your crop yields and add money to your bottom line.
~} e Inadequate pollination will reduce your yields, result in inferior flavor, produce smaller,
misshapen fruits with fewer seeds, slow fruit maturation, increase disease in fruit and take
money from budget.
e In the United States, pollinators help you and others to produce nearly $20 billion worth of
products annually.
e Native insects act as a cushion when managed honey bees and bumble bees are in short supply.
e |t is estimated that these beneficial native insects can provide up to 30% of your pollination needs.
Unfortunately, these pollinators are in serious decline.
e Our farm and ranch lands that support pollinators are disappearing at the alarming rate of 3,000 acres a day.
The remaining farm and ranch lands lose pollinators' valuable services as their surrounding habitat declines.

What can you do for pollinators?

¢ Increase the numbers of these essential insects on your agricultural lands. At the same time you will be
supporting other beneficial insects and wildlife such as birds and game animals, improving the quality of water
runoff, decreasing your soil loss, and reducing your need for expensive pesticides. By cooperating with
government programs in improving your pollinator environment you may be qualified for financial support.
Check with your local state extension office or soil conservation district.

e Learn how to reduce the direct exposure of pollinators to pesticides and how to protect critical nesting sites and
food sources for beneficial insects and other pollinators from disturbance and pesticides.

e Restore pollinator friendly practices at your farm. Study the habitat on your land: look for areas that can support
all kinds of pollinators and other wildlife.

e Renew forage and nesting habitats by adding flowering plants, hedge rows, butterfly way stations and other
shrubs. Provide nesting materials and nesting boxes for birds, bats, and bees.

e Expand your efforts. Use reduced-tillage practices (many native bees live in the soil). Start to develop riparian
(streamside) zones for wildlife habitats and corridors. Allow crops to bolt to give these pollinators additional
food sources and to encourage them to stay around for when you have need of them.

North American Fallinatar Protection Campaign (NAPPC)
423 Washington Street, bth Floor, San Francisco, CA 94111-2339
Fhone: 415-362-1137 FAX: 415-362-3070 Email: nappc@coevolution.org



on the Wings of Poy,

flies Natorg

What everyone can do for pollinators:

e Watch for pollinators. Get connected with nature. Take a walk, experience the
landscape and look for pollinators midday in sunny, planted areas.

e Reduce your impact. Reduce or eliminate your pesticide use, increase green
spaces, and minimize urbanization. Pollution and climate change affect pollinators,
too!

e Plant for pollinators. Create pollinator-friendly habitat with native flowering

plants that supply pollinators with nectar, pollen, and homes. Support pollinator
havens.

Join the North American Pollinator Protection Campaign (NAPPC)

More than 100 organizations and individuals have formed a public-private conservation partnership to protect
pollinators and form global connections in support of biodiversity and a sustainable environment. NAPPC
(www.nappc.org) is coordinated by the CoEvolution Institute, a 501( ¢ )(3) nonprofit organization that manages

The Pollinator Partnership (www.pollinator.org). Join the list of NAPPC members and link up to support
pollinator-friendly practices.
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