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Dear Governor XXX:

Three years ago the U.S. Senate’s unanimous approval and designation of the final week in June as “National Pollinator Week” marked a necessary step toward addressing the urgent issue of declining pollinator populations.  In 2010 we can continue to build on the tremendous success of this movement with your involvement. 
I am writing to ask your support in helping to protect pollinating animals, which are vital to our food supply and a key to global sustainability, by declaring “STATE Pollinator Week,” June 21-27, 2010.
Last year 36 states declared their own state Pollinator Week.  With your help, we hope to reach 100% state participation this year.  One recommendation of the landmark National Academy of Sciences and National Research Council study, Status of Pollinators in North America, was an immediate increase in public awareness of the vital roles pollinators play in our lives.  In just three years Pollinator Week has grown to be an international celebration of the valuable ecosystem services provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats and beetles. 
The growing concern for pollinators is a sign of progress, but it is vital that we continue to maximize our collective effort.  Please visit www.pollinator.org for more information about events surrounding Pollinator Week and to see Selecting Plants for Pollinators, an unprecedented series of pollinator-friendly bioregional planting guides, available free of cost and designed to assist everyone from gardeners to public land managers in choosing plants to support pollinators.  Establishing pollinator friendly plantings can increase production of crops and other flowering plants, provide important resources for wildlife, maintain natural ecosystems, and reduce the need for chemical control of pest species.
Please consider joining this movement to protect one of the foundations of life that has been largely ignored. A sample proclamation is enclosed. Thank you for supporting the great state of STATE and its citizens through your advocacy for pollinators.
Sincerely,

YOUR NAME
